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National Protection ami Programs Directorate 
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November 22. 201 1 




Homeland 
Security 



■SENT VIA EMAIL TO: 585-663473517/ REQl ESTS.Ml ( KROC K.COM 

Phillip Mocek 
1 85 Beacon St. #3 
Somerville. MA 02143 

Dear Mr. Mocek: 

Re: NPPD1IF222 

This is the electronic final response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS). dated May 1 1. 201 1. and received by this office on 
May 1 7. 201 1 . You are seeking copies of the contract security guard duty register for the Henry 
M. Jackson Building in Seattle. Washington, for April and May 201 1. along with any associated 
metadata. 

A search of the Federal Protective Service for documents responsive to your request produced a 
total of 71 pages. I have determined that the pages are partially releasable. pursuant to Title 5 
U.S.C. § 552 (b)(4). (b)(6). (b)(7)(C) and (b)(7)E. FOIA Exemptions 4. 6. b7(C) and b7(E 

Enclosed are 71 pages with certain information withheld as described below. 

FOIA Exemption 4 protects trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained 
from a person that is privileged or confidential. The courts have held that this subsection 
protects (a) confidential commercial information, the disclosure of which is likely to cause 
substantial harm to the competitive position of the person who submitted the information and (b) 
information that was voluntarily submitted to the government if it is the kind of information that 
the provider would not customarily make available to the public. I reviewed the responsive 
documents, and relevant case law. and I determined that billable hours arc exempt from 
disclosure under subsection (b)(4) of the FOIA and must be withheld in order to protect the 
submitter's proprietary interests. 

FOIA Exemption 6 exempts from disclosure personnel or medical files and similar files the 
release of which would cause a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. This requires a 
balancing of the public's right to disclosure against the individual's right to privacy. The privacy- 
interests of the individuals in the records you have requested outweigh any minimal public 
interest in disclosure of the information. Any private interest you may have in that information 
does not factor into the aforementioned balancing test. 

Exemption 7(C) protects records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes that 
could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. This 
exemption takes particular note of the strong interests of individuals, whether they are suspects, 
witnesses, or investigators, in not being unwarrantably associated with alleged criminal activity. 



That interest extends to persons who are not only the subjects of the investigation, but those who 
may have their privacy invaded by having their identities and information about them revealed in 
connection with an investigation. Based upon the traditional recognition of strong privacy 
interest in law enforcement records, categorical withholding of information that identifies third 
parties in law enforcement records is ordinarily appropriate. As such. I have determined that the 
privacy interest in the identities of individuals in the records you have requested clearly outweigh 
any minimal public interest in disclosure of the information. Please note that any private interest 
you may have in that information does not factor into this determination. 

Exemption 7(E) protects records compiled for law enforcement purposes, the release of which 
would disclose techniques and/or procedures for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions, 
or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law. I have determined that 
disclosure of inspections and guard schedules could reasonably be expected to risk 
circumvention of the law. 

You have a right to appeal the above withholding determination. Should you wish to do so. you 
must send your appeal and a copy of this letter, within 60 days of the date of this letter, to: 
Associate General Counsel (General Law). U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Washington. 
D.C. 20528. following the procedures outlined in the DI IS regulations at 6 C.F.R. § 5.9. Your 
envelope and letter should be marked "FOIA Appeal." Copies of the FOIA and DHS regulations 
are available at www.dlis.uov/lbia . 

The Office of Government Information Services (OG1S) mediates disputes between FOIA 
requesters and Federal agencies as a non-exclusive alternative to litigation. If you are requesting 
access to your own records (which is considered a Privacy Act request), you should know that 
OGIS does not have the authority to handle requests made under the Privacy Act of 1974. If you 
wish to contact OGIS regarding a FOIA. you may email them at ouis anara.uov or call 1-877- 
684-6448. 

Provisions of the FOIA allow us to recover part of the cost of complying with your request. In 
this instance, because the cost is below the $14 minimum, there is no charge. 6 CFR § 
5.11(d)(4). 

If you need to contact our office again about this matter, please refer to NPPD1 1 F222. This 
Office can be reached at 703-235-221 1 . 




National Protection and Programs Directorate 



L ; nclosure(s): Responsive Documents. 71 pages 



